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The Nat iona l  Conference o f  Black Mayors,  Inc.  

National Conference of 

Black Mayors President 

Mayor George L. Grace  

recently returned from a 

two-day working visit in 

Haiti.  Invited by Haitiõs 

Minister of Interior, the 

Honorable Paul Antoine 

Bien -Aime, Mayor Grace 

NCBM President Completes Haiti Working Visit  

 

joined the working group 

of the National Leader-

ship Conference of Hai-

tian Mayors May 7 -8. The 

group discussed the chal-

lenges and barriers to 

recovery and rebuilding 

faced currently on the 

ground in Haiti.  

The  Mayors also ex-

plored how the National 

Conference of Black May-

ors and its member may-

ors could best assist in 

the rebuilding efforts of 

their respective communi-

ties.  

A sign for help on Haitiõs National 

Highway points to the desperate con-

ditions following the devastating 

earthquake that struck the island on 

January 12, 2010. (UN Photo)  

òThe degree of the devas-

tation is beyond our com-

prehension,ó observed 

Mayor Grace. òIt is com-

pounded by living condi-

tions that were intoler-

able prior to the earth-

quake. They are in dire 

need of our help.ó 

Prepared by the NCBM National Office  



 

òThe Haitian Mayors said they are facing ôstagnantõ conditions.  From their perspective, the Haitian national government has not received any 

resources that have directly reached their local communities.  While we receive reports of hundreds of relief groups and organizations flooding into 

the country, the mayors say they have not been consulted nor included in any of the operations of these groups. Overlooked and marginalized within 

their own country, the Mayors said the people continue to suffer in degenerative living conditions exacerbated by the earthquake.ó  

NCBM Executive Director Vanessa R. Williams 

The Earthquake  

 
On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 

magnitude earthquake 

struck the island country of 

Haiti at a depth of 8.1 

miles.  

The epicenter was located 

15 miles WSW of the capi-

tal city of Port-Au-Prince.  

Since then, there have 

been 59 aftershocks. The 

aftershocks have ranged 

from 4.2 to 5.9 magnitude 

in strength.  

Haiti is about the size of 
the State of Maryland and 

has a population estimated 

at 9 million people.  

The working visit coordi-

nated by the National 

Leadership Conference of 

Haitian Mayors provided 

a critical assessment of 

the current conditions on 

the ground in Haiti. Re-

grettably, many of the 

challenges the Haitian 

mayors are facing remain 

under the radar.  

We visited the epicenter 

of the earthquake as well 

as 12 of the areas im-

pacted by the earthquake.   

The working group con-

sisted of mayors repre-

senting each of these re-

gions. They each identi-

fied the priority resources 

and assistance that would 

facilitate the rebuilding 

efforts in their communi-

ties: transportation, de-

bris removal, communica-

tions, farming imple-

ments, tents, permanent 

housing, offices to admin-

ister services and the rec-

ognition by the global 

community of mayorsõ 

offices as Local Govern-

ment Entities within 

Haiti.  

Collectively, they ap-

pealed to NCBM to serve 

as a conduit between 

themselves and the U.S. 

government, relief agen-

cies and the Haitian gov-

ernment. The Mayors 

expressed concern that, 

with the upcoming na-

tional elections in Haiti, a 

new cadre of leaders will 

be inaugurated, while the 

mayors will remain a con-

stant force on the ground.  

Therefore, they stressed 

the need to develop a re-

building plan that will 

not continue to marginal-

ize them as local leaders 

within their own country.  

The President Speaks    
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NCBM President George L. Grace, 

Mayor of St. Gabriel, Louisiana  

An aerial shot of the devastation in Port-au-Prince, Haiti caused by a 7.0 magnitude earthquake on January 12, 2010. (UN Photo) 



¶ Over 230,000 people are 

believed to have died, mak-

ing the January 2010 earth-

quake in Haiti one of the 

deadliest natural disasters 

in modern history.  

¶ An estimated 300,000 peo-

ple were injured. 2,000 -

3,000 Haitian lost limbs in 

the earthquake  

¶ It could take as much as 

$14 billion to rebuild the 

damaged areas.  

¶ 300,000 houses were de-

stroyed by the earthquake.  

¶ 1.5 million people are cur-

rently living in tent cities.  

Quick Facts  
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Recent Reports  

òHaitiõs capital remains a sweat-

inducing, dust -choked stew of filth, 

despair, hunger, traffic and sporadic 

electricity.ó Associated Press, May 8  

òThereõs a million people living out of 

tents, and, my God, if you saw it, and 

I was to tell you how many NGOs 

(non-governmental organizations) are 

in Haiti, youõd be saying, ôHow come 

nobody got them out of those tents?õó 

Wyclef Jean, USA Today, May 10  

òWe have had a history of making 

investments in Haiti that havenõt al-

ways been the most organized, that 

have not always been consistent with 

the goals and desires of Haiti. é  

òWe as donors have an obligation to 

organize ourselves to be consistent 

with what it means to have a country -

led approach, consistent with the vi-

sion and goals of [the] people of Haiti. 

We have an obligation to ensure that 

aid is actually effective. Itõs not just 

about how many dollars we put in, 

but whether there are lives changed as 

a result.  

òHaiti has its own obligations. One is 

to be inclusive of all its citizens, be-

cause there are obviously a lot of 

privileged people in Haiti. There are 

also a lot of poor people in Haiti, and 

all of them own Haiti. é  

òAs a practical reality, if we donõt care 

about one of the poorest countries in 

our hemisphere, I donõt know how we 

can care about much.ó Cheryl Mills, 

The Washington Post, May 10  

(Ms. Mills, Chief of Staff to US Secre-

tary of State Hillary Clinton, has 

served as the State Departmentõs point 

person on Haiti for the past 18 

months. She recently returned from 

her seventh trip to Haiti since the 

earthquake.)  



Due to the destruction to paved roads and the pervasive un-

paved roads throughout the country prior to the earthquake, 

each mayorõs office needs 4WD vehicles and at least one pick-

up truck.  
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4. Farming  

PRIORITIES IDENTIFIED BY HAITIAN MAYORS 

1. Transportation  2. Debris Removal  

3. Communications  

Backhoeõs are needed to 

remove tons of debris and 

rubble that litter the 

streets of Haiti.  

The debris has increased 

sanitation problems and 

hindered access to the peo-

ple and communities.  The 

debris must be removed  

before any real rebuilding 

can be possible. 

In this Sept. 2009 photo, children carry plastics and metals for recycling scrounged 

from mountains of refuse along a muddy, dusty road in Port-au-Prince. (UN Photo) 

The Bel-Air, Port-au-Prince base used 

by the Brazilian contingent of the UN 

operations was turned into a heap of 

debris by the earthquake. (UN Photo) 

Cell phones and satellite radios are needed to overcome the 

communications breaches caused by the earthquake.  Increas-

ing this capacity is an essential element to an effective and 

efficient rebuilding process.  

Frequent fires continue to rage throughout Haiti. Here, a man fights an engulfed 

store by himself by throwing water from a container. (UN Photo) 

Children eat a meal distributed by Bolivian UN peacekeepers in Cite Soleil, Haiti 

during the relief efforts after the earthquake struck the island country. (UN Photo) 

Although the international community has provided aid of food 

and water, the people of Haiti are now calling for farming im-

plements to allow them to begin to grow their own food and 

feed themselves. 


