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Spending three days at 

the nationõs Capitol, 

the National 

Conference of Black 

Mayors and the Hip 

Hop Caucus held a 

series of events June 

28-30 to advance their 

mission to green 

American cities.   

 

òThe National Conference 

of Black Mayors accepts 

the obligation to actively 

engage in the national 

conversation on clean 

energy and the green 

economy,ó said NCBM 

Executive Director 

Vanessa R. Williams.  

 

The òGreen The City 

Advocacy Summitó was 

the first event held in 

NCBMõs partnership with 

the Hip Hop Caucus on a 

special year -long 

campaign to increase the 

engagement of youth in 

the NCBM Green The 

City Initiative.   

 

òThis generation is 

fighting for its very 

existence,ó said HHC 

President Rev. Lennox 

Yearwood. 

 

The Initiative aims to 

assist African American 

mayors in putting their 

cities on a path to long -

term economic and 

environmental 

sustainability through 

Taking ôGreen The Cityõ  To The Capitol 

Mayors Convene Successful Advocacy Summit 

the development and 

implementation of a 

green city plan.  Local 

initiatives must be 

reinforced by federal 

commitments through 

legislation, resources and 

provisions ñand thus the 

Mayors took their 

message to Capitol Hill.  

 

During a June 29 press 

conference in the 

Congressional Triangle, 

Mayors called on the 

Senate to chart a new 

direction for Americaõs 

future through 

comprehensive climate 

and energy legislation 

that will provide for the 

sustainability of our 

nationõs most 

vulnerable 

communities. CBC Chair 

Rep. Barbara Lee, and 

CBC Energy and 

Environment Task Force 

Co-Chairs Reps. Emanuel 

Cleaver and G.K. 

Butterfield joined the 

group in their call for 

Senate action.  

 

The Mayors also met with 

White House officials and 

Senators to explore 

available tools and 

resources to assist their 

implementation of jobs 

plans and sustainability 

programs.  
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Mayors Meet with The Obama           

Agenda, Environmental Policies 

The three -day Green The City 

Advocacy Summit concluded June 

30th with a meeting at the White 

House to discuss the Obama 

Administrationõs energy agenda 

and its intersections with 

communities of color.  

 

The meetingõs discussion centered 

on the Administrationõs energy 

agenda, its vision for a clean 

energy future, current and 

developing energy policies, local 

environmental and economic 

issues and challenges, and the 

funding and partnership 

opportunities that can address 

and resolve these challenges.  

 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson; 

White House Office of 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Deputy Director David Agnew 

and Associate Director Michael 

Blake; Deputy Director for 

Energy, Environment and 

Technology Greg Nelson in the 

Office of Public Engagement; and 

Department of Education 

Assistant Secretary Glenn 

Cummings made remarks on 

behalf of the Administration.  

 

Representatives were also 

present from the Office of Urban 

Affairs; Recovery Implementation 

Office; the Council on 

Environmental Quality; EPA 

Office of Brownfields and Land 

Revitalization; Department of 

Energy; and the Department of 

Interior.  

 

NCBM Executive Director 

Vanessa R. Williams and Hip 

Hop Caucus President Rev. 

Lennox Yearwood headed the 

delegation of 19 mayors.  


