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africanamericans.
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The President Speaks
| Mayor Robert L. Bowser

This month is through training during times of peace, thank all of my colleagues that joined me
one that is near restoring our communities after natural in the participation of these events

and dear to my disasters or standing at the front lines of throughout their communities. | am
heart. Veterans battle. War is an ugly thing but not the proud to say that NCBM has signed a
Day was ugliest of things. We must consider what proclamation in support of this day. This

November 11, happens to our soldiers and veteransis what leadership and love of family and
2011 and as a Veteran, | was honored toafter war. The injuries, disabilities and community is about.

slow down as Mayor and take some time mental illness not only affect the solider

to reference and remember my fellow but their family and friends who love AS President of NCBM I was honored to
veterans and thank those wi s ) be a part of the African

continue to serve. The Unite American  Policy in  Action
States President Woodrol Leadership Conference held at

Wilson first proclaimed a the White House November 8,

Armistice Day, for Novembe, 20_11_- It was a _ conference
11, 1919 by saying, "To us bringing community leaders
America, the reflections from across the country
Armistice Day will be filleg together with a broad range of
with lots of pride in theg White House and Cabinet

heroism of those who died i officials for an irdepth series of

the country's service and wit interactive  workshops and
gratitude for the victory, bot substantive conversations on
because of the thing from which it has them. So this month | remember that t N € Administrationds
freed us and because of the opportunity freedom is never free and it is easy to achlevements n th_e_ African Amengan

it has given America to show her take liberty for granted, when you have community. Participants mcludmg
sympathy with peace and justice in thenever had it taken from you. community leaders, professors, faith

councils of the nations." | stand by this leaders, civil rights leaders, and elected
proclamation. As a veteran of the U.S,November was also the month for officials, had the opportunity to interact

Coast Guard and the brother of three National Adoption Day. The 12th annual with Administration officials on pressing
military vets; Edward, who served in the National Adoption Day (NAD) took issues that directly impact African

U.S. Army and graduated with his place  on Saturday, November Americans. Discussion topics include
Masters in Marine Engineering, Lucius strengthening the economy through the

who served in the Navy and is now a American Jobs Act, job training, access
Pharmacist and Hamilton, a Marine to capital for growing businesses,
veteran who graduated in  Civil reforming our nationbd
Engineering and went on to serve in the NATIONAL protecting  civil rights, ~community

Air force ROTC, | am honored to have ADOP I ION DAY develgpment initiatives, and strategies
served this country and am extremely targeting poverty.

proud to be a part of a family of heroic
leaders. | believe this nation will remain
the land of the free only so long as it is
the home of the brave.

Celebrating a Family for Every Child At the conference, the White House
released a new policy report outlining
19th. NAD is a national effort to finalize Now the President's policies directly
adoptions out of foster care and raise impact the African American community.
Serving during war is not the only thing awareness about the 107,000 childrenConferences like this are actually what
that makes retired soldiers veterans. It is still waiting to be adopted. This year, OUr leaders need in order to bring back
all military that had once taken on the 5,000 children were able to be adopted aNSWers 10 their  communities and
leadership and showed courage to serveduring over 400 events that took place constituencies.
their country whether it be going across the country. | would like to
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Working Together Works:
oOoReinforcing

National Adoption
Day is a national d s
of celebration o
adoptive families an
an opportunity fory
courts to open their
doors and finalize thi
adoptions of childrer
from foster care. It ig
a collective nationd
effort to
awareness  of
more than 107,00
children in foster carg
waiting to find
permanent, loving
families. This one de
has made the drea
of thousands o
children come true b
working with
policymakers
practitioners
advocates to finaliz
adoptions and fing
permanent, loving
homes for children in foster care. In
total, since 2000 more than 35,000
children have been adopted from
foster care on National Adoption Day.

The National Conference of Black
Mayors membership representing over
658 African American Mayors
governing over 50 million citizens has
come together in effort to raise
awareness and support National
Adoption day.

On November 10, 2011 on behalf of

NCBM, President Robert L. Bowser

and Executive Director Vanessa R.
Williams signed and issued an official
proclamation supporting National

Adoption Days. Proclamation states:

T WHEREAS, The National
Conference of Black Mayors
recognizes the importance of giving

B
.
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National Adoption Day
and Buil di

uchildren permanent,

\ ¢ safe, and loving

@ families through
adoption; and

ng F

1 WHEREAS : This effort along with
similar celebrations in all 50 states,
the District Columbia and Puerto
Rico will offer children the chance

TWHEREAS , to live with stable and loving

More than 107,000 families and encourage other

children in the dedicated individuals to make a

United States foster powerful difference in the lives of a

care system are child through adoption;

waiting to be NOW, THEREFORE, The National

adopted; and Conference of Black Mayors by virtue

of the authority vested in me, do

P

f{WHEREAS ,
Every successful
adoption is more
than an achievement

hereby proclaim November 19, 2011,
as NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY in

our cities, and in so doing, urge all
citizens to join in a national effort to

NATIONATL
WADOPTION DA

Celebrating a Family for Every Child

1 WHEREAS, To

for these children
and their adoptive
families; it is a
success story in
which all residents of
our communities can
share; and

raise awareness about the importance
of adoption.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | hereby set
my hand and have caused the Seal ¢
the National Conference of Black
Mayors to be affixed this 10th day of
November 2011.

1 WHEREAS , Our
city's futureps 7 Mayors like NCBM's
depends ¢ Treasurer, Jamie Mayo,
children and the have formed
state is committec partnerships  within
to helping al their cities to support
children grow anc this effort. Mayor
develop to their full Mayo and the Monroe
potential; and City Council partnered
with the Louisiana
Department of
Children & Family
Services for an
adoption awareness
celebration,
"Answering the Call,"
communities  to which  was held
open their doors on National Wednesday, November 16th, to
Adoption Day, Saturday, November address the critical need for adoptive
19, to finalize the adoptions of families for infants, older children and
children and join other téenagers. The 2011 National
organizations to celebrate all Adoption Month Theme was "Build
adoptions; and Capacity to Make a Lasting Change."

help these childrer
find permanent
nurturing families
we urge the loca
courts of our
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In 2008, the
historic
election of

President
Barack Obama
as the first
African
American president of our country
resulted from record voter turnout
across all demographics, with significant
statistics for the African American
community. We are now a year out
from the November 6, 2012
Presidential Elections in which the same

momentum is key if we truly want to
see change in our Nations' issues.
From 2004 to 2008, the African

American population had the highest
increase in voter turnout of all racial
and ethnic groups. This increase was
due, in most part, to women and youth
getting to the polls. We must not
become complacent and sit on the
sidelines during next year's election
season. Our record voter turnout made
the difference in 2008 and it can again in
2012. We have a year to get out and
volunteer in our communities, ask
friends and family if they are able to get
to the polls and knock on doors to
spread the word. Let's start today and
not let our year get away. We must
ensure our communities do not

underestimate the power of the vote.

November has also been a month of
remembrance and expression of
appreciation for our Veterans. For it
has been said so truthfully that it is the
soldier, not the reporter, who has given
us the freedom of the press. It is the
soldier, not the poet, who has given us
freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not
the agitator, who has given us the
freedom to protest. It is the soldier
who salutes the flag, serves beneath the
flag, whose coffin is draped by the flag.
We must honor those who have fought
for our freedom whether it be the past
wars of World War | and Il and the
Vietnam War or the wars of the
present such as the War in Iraq and the
War in Afghanistan. Our nation
continues to be the land of the free do
to our living and fallen soldiers and
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veterans. In the words of Maya
Angelou, "How important it is for us to
recognize and celebrate our heroes and
sheroes!" As we express our gratitude,
we must never forget that the highest
appreciation is not to utter words, but
to live by them. On behalf of the
National Conference of Black Mayors
and as the daughter of a belated

Veteran, | salute our Nation's Heroes.

2011 is almost over yet the National
Conference of Black Mayors has so
much approaching before the close of
the year. On December 40, 2011

NCBM will convene its Leadership
Institute for Mayors (LIM) in St. Pete
Beach, Fl orida. Th
Communities through Building our

Leaders, 0 t he LI M
popular training and is a stimulating
event that promotes excellence in
government gathering NCBM's newly
elected and veteran mayors together in
an elite environment where mayors will
have the opportunity to capitalize on

the dissemination of information that
will enable innovative
thinking and heighten the
resource toolbox. This LIN
is designed specifically, to

resource driven and provid
our mayors with knowledge
based and innovativ
opportunities that ensure
growth and empowermen
within their leadershig
position. There has been ¢
overwhelming response |
this event and we an
anticipating a progressive a
robust exchange during th
NCBM 2011 Leadership ¢
Mayors. | thank the Mayol
that have registered and loc
forward to seeing you in S

Pete Beach.

NCBM will close out our
event calendar with the 201
World Summit of Mayors
meeting in Dakar, Seneg
December 1519, 2011.His
Excellency Presider
Abdoulaye Wade i

NCBM Highlighted Events

From The Desk of The Executive Director
Vanessa R.Williams

graciously serving as host. The
foundational belief of the summit is that
unified work on the development

challenges facing cities on the global
landscape is essential to the
improvement of the wellbeing of the

collective. The Summit aims to gather
250 local leaders throughout Africa and

the African Diaspora under the
moni ker , 0Gl obal Vi s
Empower ment of Gl obal
primary focus is restoring,

strengthening and uplifting working
relationships and collaborations among
the various participating leaders, many
of whom represent untapped resources
and communities throughout the

Piaspoda, | amB pleaded tonsay tbat r

NCBM will be , bringing a delegation of
our snembeBiBpVENd Business €ouncil
members that will foster and maintain
the engagement and dialogue that may
drive the synergy of the international
mission of the National Conference of
Black Mayors: the work of improving
the quality of life for all through the

respective offices of The Mayor.

World Summit of Mayors

Dakar, Senegal
December 1519, 2011

38th Annual Convention

Atlanta, Georgia
May 30- June 3, 2011
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Legislative: Voter Suppression &
Its impact on the 2012 Black Vote

african-amerjcan

The plight of Black America has bee
one of struggle. From our fight for
freedom to our fight to be included in
our nationds crece

created equal . ¢

In 1869, the 15th Amendment

guaranteed the right to vote to blacky
men, but it was not until 1920 that

women earned the right to vote. The
federal Voting Rights Act of 1965
enacted thanks to the pressures of Dr
Martin Luther King and a powerful civi
rights movement, banned literacy test
and provided federal enforcement o
voting registration and other rights in

several Southern states.

With our struggle to obtain the right If the Voting Laws are passed, will impact

that is the sole foundation on which
our countryds derm
centuryds struggl
for those same rights all in an effort tc

obtain a voice

government. The notion of voter
suppression thr ot
Voting Lawsd6 as

Caucus Chainman, Congressme
Emanuel Cleaver stated, are law
oOoreminiscent of t
the Jim Crow Sout

Though rightwing efforts to suppress
low-income and minority voting have ¢
long history, the current GOP
campaign seems unprecedented

scope, organization and ambitior
Public attention has focused on th
new state photo ID requirements. But
many other new and ne$o-new

devices have been instituted across tt
nation. These include: cutbacks in th
days available for ptElection Day
voting, making it harder to assis
voters with registration, eliminating
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State Chapter News:
Good Governance Policy

Summit

Election Day registration and requiring
proof of citizenship to either register or
vote. The Brennan Center estimates that
the new laws could affect some 171
electoral votes, including those of five

swing states.

T
BLACK
Mivors,

—H——
— ) —

As a result, Senate Democrats are
alarmed by reports that new voter laws
could bar some five million people from

the polls are launching an ambitious
online effort aimed at Countering what The Maryland Black Mayors will hold its 2011 Good

they call Republican voter suppression. Governance Policy Summit Decembei3,12011 in
could disproportionately suppresg ; \Washington, DC.

turnout of younger voters, minorities
and lowerincome voters. Those groups
tend to pull the lever for Democrats.

The summit will take place at the historical Howard
University. Enhancing the individual capacities of
local government for discussing and developing
strategies for solving universal problems of munici-
palities are opportunities provided by the summit.
The three day summit focuses on the follow-

ing training modules:
& f 0oThe Leadership Chall el
R Leader are You?96
V T oCommunity Housing Deve
ration, Tools and Resou
e ‘ 2 T 0Putting the Public ba
_— : : : Partnershipsé6 NDC
ONei ghborhood Revitaliz
the Black Vote in the following way: and Strategieso
I Early voting is disproportionately useedrh ;][a 9 Ec (;nmo nml tC H OD us ln 9 ?nn g ¢ F
by African Americans and other peopleg In fj? untty evel opme
of color. According to the Brennan _ Upo
Center for Justice, African America”s® S
are more than twice as likely as white The mayors will receive 2.0 Continuing
voters to register through a voter Education Units (CEUs) from the Howard

registration drive. > K University after successfully completing the Policy
9 Approximately 11 percent of American ~ Summit.
citizens & more than 21 million )
individualsd do not have governmentd Ifi gou have any questions or concerns
i ssued photo i den tegarding the sugmit, pleager qontastrthe gational
license, military ID, or passport). office at 404765-6444
9 25 percent of AfricamAmerican voting
age citizens, or 5.5 million individuals,
have no current governmesssued
photo ID, compared to 8 percent of
white votingage citizens.
9 18 percent of American citizens age 65
and above, or 6 million senior citizens,
do not have current governmesssued
photo ID.

We must continue to defend our right
to vote, which is a right that is the very
foundation of  democracy in our

country.
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Z oM Zearid coffeed celieotes L etevce
The Legacy of the African American So{ 'l

'/
Frederick Douglas brazenly proclaimed, countryds t he emancibefad weosmll heve erushedtthe systen
O/ TAA 1T AO OEA Al AAe erﬁlﬂot y&t)j\r%&. opi i EEO that now opreses you for in the course of

person the brass letters U.S., let him getan : . three r_nonths you Sha" have your liberty.
eagle on his button, and a musket on his Major Martin R. Delaney, an African great is the outpouring of the colered
O 1 AEAOR A1 A AOGI | AOdmerican grecpitep, and fifsh plack staff  Peopl that is now rallying with the hearts
The Legacy of the African American officer in the US Military during the Civil ~ ©f lions against that very curse that has‘
Soldier has ?)/een one of heroic triumph and Bar ceclaret, 0D § o gepe‘(awcbwgu T ing ver ershal .
struggle over the past 235 years of s[,)ervice was not for the black man this w{# again and oh what a happy time
Butggone factp remainys consistent.never would have been brought to thzt ”\.N'" Ee” \évhen tdh's ungcci)dlg
: ose V\{ith SYCRRSS, 19 tge Uniém, & rebellion shall be put down and the
throughout history 8 ?& r 2.0 & Jcurses of our land is trampled
Patriots have willingly served e Tiateisy off ol e, 7 i hEE 7 @ under our feet i am a soldier now
the United States of Amerid e o Uie e, \

Lo preserve ofUUILHIITTIE v vy fo uncerstan [ o stike ai i rebelion and e,
T FmrEEDOM, at .o 2

| I to strike at the rebellion and the
A FREEDOIN, E Ry % H
freEdom . From the Amerlca Protection, Pay, and a Call to MNilitary Duty! s 2 heart Of thls SyStem that SO |0ng
Revolution to our current PSR TR

; EAO EADPO OO EI A
battles against Glob JEEETsee ey
Terrorism; the blood, swea
and tears of our black soldie
have defended the essence
our country, our democracy.

Samuel Cabble, a priva

in the Fiftyfifth History shows that even without
Massachusetts Infantry, our freedom, we have fought with great
expressed to his wife in letter honor and bravery. And 235 years later.
while traveling to base, our brave African American men and
othough great is the present \women continue to fight in that same spirit
national dificulties yet i look of defending what they believe in. It is witr
forward to a brighter day this same spirit of Patriotism that we have

major campaign to defend o When i shall have the inherited that our soldiers will continue to
opertunity of seeing youinthe qef end our great n a

GOy SLIEE i A full enjoyment of fredom i e ndeavor. 6 The Nat i

Revolution where they stooo ; . .
A 5 would like fo no if yop are still. giack Mayors Salutes all Those Who Serv
Oshoulder to should eif é?aver;f/ j )Q)lp &d i no‘tl Qerlongo?)jrfGrea%/Nation!

African American soldiers ha
willingly participated in eve
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MAYORROBERTL. BOWSER MAYORANTONIO BLUE MAYORHARVEYJOHNSON R. MAYORTERRYWRIGHT

Branch: U.S. Coast Guard Branch: U.S. Army Branch: U.S. Air Force Branch: U.S. MC
Enlisted: 1959 Enlisted: 1979 Enlisted: 1969 Enlisted: 1972

CAMETICLLEUY

RServeame

A

MAYORWILLIE BURNS MAYORDANIEL T. BROWN MAYORLARRY S. BRYANT MAYORWAYNEJ. HALL, SR.
Branch: U.S. Army Branch: U.S. Army Branch: U.S. Air Force Branch: U.S. Army
Enlisted: 1972 Enlisted: 1969 Enlisted: 1975 Enlisted: 1964

Y 4 4 ;", / L
v } : SO Y I
MAYORMCARTHUR STRAUGHTER MAYORWILLIAM V. BELL MAYORRAYMOND STEELE

Branch: U.S. Army Branch: U.S. Army Signal Corp Branch: U.S. Air Force Branch: U.S. Army
Enlisted: 1965 Enlisted: 1961 Enlisted: 1990 Enlisted: 1976

b
L

MAYORJAMESM. BAKER MAYOR SHARKEY FORD MAYORWILLIE ADAMS, R. MAYORSETTI WARREN
Branch: U.S. Air Force Branch: U.S. Navy Branch: U.S. Army Branch: U.S. Navy
Enlisted: 1962 Enlisted: 1970 Enlisted: 1963 Enlisted: 2007

THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF BLACK MAYORS

alutes

OUR MAYORS FOR THEIR SERVICE TO OUR GREAT NATION!
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ADVOCACY Focus Congressional Corner
We Canot Wai

Innovation in Health Care,
Reducing Costs

Health care and the associated coslf your proposal has stron
tend to be a very widely discussecevidence that it can start quickl
item, especially during this timereduce costs, and improve hea
Wwhen our count r gades yauc cano gualifyi $d
suffering and so many Americans gapproximately $1 million to $3
without any type of health care.million in an upfront investmen
The high cost of health carePriority is given to proposals th:
drastically drains the family budgetsietrain workers and support jol
businesses, and federal and staiereation. You can find a fact shd
governments. and the Funding Opportuni
B ) ] ) Announcement on their Healthcal
NCBM Mayoral C_|t|es Detroit and Memphis took par_k UK The health reform law, the jnnovation Challenge Web page
team of youth violence experts from Boston, ChicagauyNitarys - er Act, made :
SEUUERNNOE LGRS EUIN RN CETI M GREDLMEDE I significant  strides in makingThey will work with a wide variet
UCELERG SR U TR EIUUET SN IR CINURRIELERE \jcdicare more affordable andof public and private organizatio
MCCIL NI (CIECRNISICICVICERURELIM (s rance companies moreincluding providers, payers, log
MR U CLIESR T IUYRENNGIEIEY 5 ccountable. Congress isgovernments, community and fail
UUMEULIER U TR R L R ENY - onsidering other ways to build onbased organizations, and ot
CUCEVREI N IS CRRTTIUIYR T RUIVACHERIRRUE s progress, but time is of theinnovators whose compelling ide]
teams to estabhsh_dlverse partnerships, leverage limitSENSINaeN regarding making a morean improve health care fc
ESlN(CENE L IS ELCI SO SR U I VU CIEY  offordable health care system fompatients. They are also looking f
solutions as well as support for young people. the American people. projects that help patients with th
greatest health care needs, proje
In an effort to make a change nowthat can be up and running sod
the Obama Administration recently and projects that rapidly hire, trai
launched the Health Careand deploy health care workers.
R . B |nnovation Challenge. Made
the initiatives to address the issues that plague each City possible by the Affordable CareFor example, the Health Ca

Youth advocates and leaders nationwide understand thia RWSRUIETOERWIINTWVEES WU ol (ol [a [ (ol 1ielg @4 g L [=ToTo [Nl 1 U] o BTV o] o]
each neighborhood and community has unigue experieng $1 billion in the_ best projects that the use of personal and home c3
with violence and different resources available to thenfiaa SIS ICIERNEUVRGUISETCEER CRUTC R UIERCCISEY

There is no onesizefits-all approach to preventing youth RAUSIEICIEN (e[ JeEER CRCITE QIR U RUTINER RN T VRGN
violence. However, communities can help reduce youtfiRREUVARIIEeIe: e ICEU U R ITITIVBEREIGEIC S S

violence by developing a cityide strategy that combines [RUSUESAEIYES that win this provide basic services to individu
prevention, intervention, treatment, and +entry [RCRSSUUCRRVIIENIECICEUURNCEUE RTTETRY o Ty T TN

strategies. The National Forum on Youth ViolencqRaelEISIUEIERREEAICl RNE(CE1C

Prevention is working with communities to design thesSICICULIELENMTESIIEIE I CUE SRl EERU EV
strategies improve the work they do for different needs an

patients. circumstance8 some requirg

Societies growing concern towards violence is due to t - . unique, locally driven innovatio
fact that youth violence destroys quality of life andEELSEEIREYCRONE YR RUEITIGRUCEEEEUU RGO

decreases the freedom, health, and prosperity people who are already provingChallenge, they hope to gi
individuals, families, and communities. Homicide has riEacURIEEEIYNCEIER (oY S EReE TVl [SERaEh Ryl Rl el T TIE
to become the second leading cause of death for you and do provide better care andto make our health care syste

within our nation. In 2008, more than 656,000 youn JiacicUuIEUL NN G gdel SN EREVE RSl

people ages 134 were treated in emergency departmentJiadas LR PERILISIE () ,
for injuries sustained from violence wants to hear from you. SendThey look forward to hearing yo

them your innovative ideas andideas on how to make this happd
Attorney General, IR Solutions, and zubmit a. preposaFor more informaticn, you can als
R R R e A R R U R ey utlining your vision for helping yisit http://innovations.cms.gov/.
this country, we will not give up on our children when it IRASUREYSI IR U ECT NS

comes to combating youth violence system. They will sort through
gy these proposals and help put the

For more information visit, http://findyouthinfo.gov. best ones into practice.

The six participating cities focused intently on developi
comprehensive plans to prevent youth and gang violence
their city, using multdisciplinary partnerships, balancec
approaches and datériven strategies. They are tailoring
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x - International Platform Programs Update:
Al 2011 Conference of the oLawyer for

Gl Ano intemaconal |g&~mlmemaemz4 Amerlcas O ID i y é f
) . . . {. 1 B M

The National Conference of Black Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA). Also 1 A(t)lgnta gc Gregr?ber(f)l

Mayorsd President Rtbeb jgart tof RBahia Btatev $Severnment, HIﬂCH ME"

Executive Director Vanessa R. Williams Represented by Secretariats for the Racie Traurig Attorneys give
were invited to participate in the lbero Equality (Sepromi) Culture (Secult), anc ~ °f Aftanta inc. back to the community
American Meeting of the International the International Relations (Serinter), and _by Iaunc_hlng a six week
Year of African Descent. This event took the United Nations (UN) Foundation introduction  to  law
place in Salvador, Brazil November-1®,  Alexander Gusmao (Funag), the Spanistf | @ss and mock tri al col
2011 at the Convention Center of Bahia. Cooperation Agency of International for innercity youth.

Leaders of civil society, governments andDevelopment (AECID) and the

parliamentarians in countries of Latin |nteramerican Development Bank (IDB). Developed for the 100 Black Men of Atlanta and
America and Africa gathered together to ) held in conjunction with Atlanta Public Schools
reflect on the reality of the black After addressing the Government and 5,4 g E S T. Academy, the-sigek program and
population and to propose new measures 'ecognizing the people of Brazil for their q0y tria] competition will provide ninth and
to ensure the rights of people affected by SUCCEss of the Iberdmerican Meeting, o, grade students with professional mentor-

racism the Vice President of Colombia, ~His ship opportunities and an introduction to the law
) Excellency Angelino Garzon said that P Opp

Afro XXI is also part of the celebrationof 6 Col ombi a ful ly end@fthelegalfighdd agrees with

ten years of United Nations World the scope of the declaration of the | . ~

Conference against Racism, Raciameeting and especially the process of0 ! N creating the OolLawyer
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related creating an observatory that would be Uultimate goal is to show innecity youth the end-
Intolerance, held in Durban, South Africa. responsible for following up on the | €ss possibilities that |
From this event, public policies should implementation of public policies to Greer, managing shareholder in Greenberg
gain momentum in several participatingc o mbat di scriminati 0haddd 9PSveAttlyagta office
countries, including Brazil, where it was _ =~ ness and legal community, we believe it is impera-
created in 2003 the Secretariat for the 'NiS initiative becomes encourages all theqye that we reach out ta students at a critical age
Promotion of Racial Equality (SEPPIR)9OVEernmentds poli ci g& ydiddhirateMatwittfHarld W& and persd- " €
with a series of effective actions. International community in favor of the verance, exciting and successful careers are at-

rights of African descent. i i -
The meeting in Salvador celebrated the tainable for anyone, regardless of their back

contributions of people of African descent !N that sense, His Excellency Garzongr ound . 6

in Latin America and the Caribbean. The invited Heads of State and the _
Minister for Racial Equality, Luiza representatives of the Governments ando We ar e del i

t
Neighborhoods, highlighted that this is the the international community to participate Tr auri g on this outstand
time to evaluate the documents that were N the 2013 World Summit of Mayors Gr ant , CEO 100 Bl ack Men
produced in Durban and take stock of L€adership Conference scheduled to beperience and education the young people will

progress made, recommending new held in Colombia. After Vice President gain by participating is
strategies for overcoming racism and Garzon spoke, the President of Brazil,
racial discrimination. Her Excellency Dilma  Rousseff, tne coyrse will introduce students to the legal

announced she supported the World :
. . . . profession and teach the fundamentals of per-
The meeting was a partnership of the Summit of Mayors and would be in forming in a business environment. Weekly hour

Ibero-American General Secretariat attendance during the 2013 conference lond classes will take students through the basics
(SEGIB) with the Brazilian government, along with a delegation of AfrdBrazilian fg h f the | | dg' lud

through the Secretariat for the Promotion  Mayors. of each step of the legal process and include top-
of Racial

hted to part

g
h
0

Equality (SEPPIR) and the ics like case strategy, trial preparation and oral
presentation skills.



http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0PDoX4r_NRO5UYAXq2jzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpcGszamw0BHNlYwNmcC1pbWcEc2xrA2ltZw--/SIG=12cidiki6/EXP=1322609835/**http%3a/www.ga-buf.org/federation_members/100blackmen.htm
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Legislation: U.S. Colombia Trade Agreement
|l ncreasing Americaodos Compet

: L o based on the May 10, 2007 bipartig
' f Approval of the U.8.  CongressionaExecutive agreement
Colombia Trade incorporate high labor standards in
Promotion Agreement Amer i cads trade
(TPA) will support Agreement includes obligations
more American jobs, Colombia to protect fundamental labg
increase U.S. exports, rights as well as to effectively enfo
and enhance U.S. existing labor laws, which will enalk
competitiveness: American workers and businesses
compete on a level playing field.
KEY FACTS
-_— fCol ombi aé s TheU.S. and Colombian governments h
)‘,‘é\) economy is the third agreed to an ambitious and comprehens
4/ o largest in Central and Action Plan that includes major, swift a
South America. This concrete steps the Colombian governme
comprehensive trade Wwill take to address outstanding labj
The longawaited free trade agreement agreement will eliminate tariffs and concerns, like violence against Colomb
between the U.S. and Colombia is now  other barriers to U.S. exports, expand labor union members; inadequate effo
official. A topic of interest for the past five trade between our two countries and to bring perpetrators of murders of sud
years, the trade agreement passed with  promote economic growth for both. persons to justice; and insufficig
votes to spare after a five year delay. protection of work

_ 9 The International Trade Commission
In response to the vote, President Obama  (ITC) has estimated that the tariff

stated, 0 Tonightds pddichs inWthd MgreBrieRt ailt O SRECOMMUNITY
support, will significantly boost exports  expand exports of U.S. goods alone by The U.SColombia trade agreement w
t hat bear t he pr oudmork aHa® 1$1.1 dMend Quppdrtilg €xpand U.S. goods exports alone by mq

America, 06 supports tehBusandd bf adbitthalAmaridah Jobs.dhn $1.1 billion and give key U.S. go
good-paying American jobs and protecting  The |TC also projected that the and services duty free access in sect

labor rights, the environment and Agreement will increase U.S. GDP by from manufacturing to agriculture. It
intellectual property. $2.5 billion. increase U.S. GDP by $2.5 billion §

support thousands of additional U.S. jobg
Colombia President Juan Manuel Santos ¢ The Agreement will provide significant

proudly declared that the trade agreement ~ , o W~ access to Col o/hBEi"96s BHa6S6 bi | | i
woul d produce  0co0nNCrggics m&t Supporting incilRdsed T Expanded Access to Service Markets
economic growth ~ and  social  gpoorunities  for U.S.  service 1 New Opportunities for Agriculture
transformation.o6 providers. 1 Greater Protection for

. __ , , Intellectual Property Rights
il iz Ieglslatloq s il pgndlng, - I U.S. goods exports to 9 Commitments to Protect
e Representapve om LI JIgee Colombia in 2010 were Labor Rights
Congress to swiftly pass the trade $12.0 silfan, our N CEmTrEE

agreement sighting: economies  are larg%l}f/ the Environment

every opportunity to get America back Colombia is a large
to work, and Congress should pass importer of grains from

these agreements without delay. The the United States while it exports a

XOUS? should lialso Slépport jobst.for number of tropical fruits to our Tl d Textile A for U.S
merican  workers y  supporting country. In addition, U.S. cotton, yarn XSLZ?SF extile Access for U.S.

tarzgeted asbs'stja.ncle an(;j tt:awtung fothh|(()se and fabric exports to Colombia are :
who may be displaced by trade. Taken o4 iy many apparel items that || Small Business Exporters

together, the pending trade agreements ) s exports to the United States. 1 Telecommunications
and Trade Adjustment Assistance

advance a balanced trade agenda '[haEABOR [Rpe—— For more information visit,
CRENE 2 WELEE 100 ST EMerE o e tPromotion%A reement includes WWW.ustr.gov/uscolombiatpa.
ST i
g r

and new onortuni,ts'terson p et TN for wor ker s o

working families. o

9 A Level Playing Field for

U.S. Investors

9 More Manufacturing
Exports to Colombia




